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point; but it cannot be denied that formidable political
arguments are there.

To Mrs. Bruce Glasier.                          3 Lincoln's Inn Fields,

London, W.C.
February 8, 1915.

... I think as time goes on people will ask, "Why did
Belgium resist ?" and their answer will be given in accordance
with the further knowledge we acquire of whether Germany
really meant to use it simply as a right of way or intended
to annex it. If the former is true the Belgian sacrifice,
heroic as the world will always regard it, has been useless
from the point of view of Belgium itself. If the latter was
Germany's intention and it can be proved to be such, the
Belgian sacrifice will be accepted as having been not merely
heroic in itself but necessary in the circumstances, just like
the Scots' in the days of Edward, or the Italians' under the
inspiration of Mazzini. At the moment Vandervelde's
responsibility is tremendous, but the time is not come for
trying him. The witnesses are not available.

We have to admit, looking round the whole question,
now, that amongst the Socialists of France and Belgium
there has been a very deep-seated distrust of the Germans,
and, on the other hand that amongst the German Socialists
there has been an equally deep-seated weakness in their
relations to the governing authorities of the Empire. It is
interesting to try and explain the one and the other, but I
think these are the facts we must accept. How do you find
opinion in the country going? My meetings are tremen-
dously successful.

Secondly, though this aspect of his views scarcely
filtered through to the man in the street, MacDonald
repeatedly made it clear that he fully recognised that,
since war had come, it must be won. He had no wish to
weaken or obstruct the national effort. He intended to
stand now in fact where he had stood during the
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